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MLA Guide: ELECTRONIC SOURCES 
 

Follow this format to cite ELECTRONIC SOURCES using the 
Modern Languages Association (MLA) style 
 
In your Works Cited list, remember to double-space, and use a hanging indent of one-
half inch on each line after the first line of each citation; observe and use correct 
punctuation. To save space, all citation examples shown below are single-spaced. 
Models are shown in bold print while examples are shown as they should be written. See 
Works Cited page for more details.  
 
 
You will need the following information for your citation: 

1. Author (if given) 
2. “Title of Document.”  
3. Information about Print Publication (if originally presented in this 

form and if given; include that information required for Books or 
Periodicals, including name of publication, date of publication and 
page numbers) 

4. Information about electronic publication (include the Title of Site, 
date of electronic publication, name of institution or organization 
that sponsors the site). 

5. Access information (last date you accessed site, URL). 
 
General Guidelines 

1. Give the complete URL (uniform resource locator), including the access-
mode identifier (http, etc.). 

2.  If the URL is extremely long and complicated, give the URL of the site’s 
search page; if none exists give the URL of the home page. 

3. If the reader can follow a sequence of links from the home page to the 
document follow the URL with the word Path : and specify the sequence.  

4. Use <angled brackets> around URL. (Select Insert-symbol on toolbar). 
5. If the URL must be divided between two lines, break it only after a slash; do 

not introduce a hyphen at the break or allow your word-processing 
program to do so.  

 
 
 

Title of site. Name of Editor (if given). Date of electronic publishing and 
sponsoring institution or organization. Date of access and URL. 
 
CNN.com. 2002. Cable News Network. 15 September 2005 <http://www.cnn.com/>. 
 

An Entire Internet Website 
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Artist (if known). “Description or title of image.” Date of image. Online image. Title 
of Larger Site. Date of Download. <URL>. 

 
Smith, Greg. “Rhesus Monkeys in the Zoo.” No date. Online image. Monkey Picture 

Gallery. 3 May 2003. <http://monkeys.online.org/rhesus.jpg>. 
 
 

 
 
 

“City Profile: San Francisco.” CNN.com. 2002. Cable News Network. 14 May 2002 
<http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/atevo/city/SanFrancisco/intro.html>. 

 
  
Stowe, Harriet Beecher. “Sojourner Truth, the Libyan Sibyl.” Atlantic Monthly Apr. 1863: 

473-81. Electronic Text Center. Ed. David Seaman. 2002. Alderman Lib., U of 
Virginia. 20 June 2005 <http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/ public/ 
StoSojo.html>. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Author, “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical. Volume Number, issue number, or 

other number. Date of Publication. Number or range of pages, paragraphs 
or sections. Date of access and <URL>. 

 
Achenback, Joel. “America’s River.” Washington Post 5 May 2002. 20 May 2002 

<http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A13425-2202May1.html>. 
 
Levy, Steven. “Great Minds, Great Ideas.” Newsweek 27 May 2002. 15 June 2002 

<http://www.msnbc.com/news/754336.asp>. 
 
 
 

An Article or Document from a Website 

An Article in an Online Periodical (Journal, Magazine, Newspaper 

An Online Image or Series of Images 
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Author (if known). “Title of Article.” Title of Original Print Source (book, 
magazine, etc.). Date of original publication: page(s). Name of Subscription 
Service. Name of library & city. Date of access <URL>. 

 
“Volcano is Seen Erupting On Jupiter’s ‘Pizza Moon’.” New York Times 7 Mar. 1995: 

C10. Ebscohost. Colegio Internacional de Caracas Library, Caracas. 3 Oct. 
2005. < http://search.ebscohost.com>.  

  
 
 
For other examples see the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 
in the Secondary Library (REF 808.02 GIB). 
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